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SUBJECT: GARRISON DIVERSION - ALLEGED U.S. POSITION REVEALED 

1. TORONTO GLOBE & MAIL MAY 29 PUBLISHED ARTICLE ENTITLED 
"FORCEFUL POSITION BY MANITOBA ON GARRISON DIVERSION IS 
SOUGHT." ACCORDING TO ARTICLE, DATELINED WINNIPEG, THE 
PRAIRIE ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENCE LEAGUE INC. URGED THE MANITOBA 
GOVERNMENT TO TAKE A STRONG POSITION TO HAVE FURTHER CON- 
STRUCTION HALTED ON THE GARRISON DIVERSION. 

2. THE LEAGUE BASED ITS POSITION ON ALLEGED U.S. DOCUMENTS 
WHICH INDICATE PREPARATIONS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THE BELVA 
CANAL CAOULD BE COMPLETED AS EARLY AS JUNE 1976. THE ARTI- 
CLE REPORTS THAT THE LEAGUE RELEASED APRIL 15 CONFIDENTIAL 
MEMORANDUM FROM THE U.S. BUREAU OF RECLAMATION TO THE 
INTERIOR DEPARTMENT STATING THAT STUDIES OF ALTERNATIVES 
TO THE VELVA CANAD CAN BE COMPLETED BY 1976. THE MEMO 
ALSO ALLEGEDLY STATES THAT THESE STUDIES "WOULD BE BELOW 
FEASIBILITY GRADE BUT SUFFICIENT TO PROVIDE A CLOSER 

LOOK AT THE VIABILITY OF THE ALTERNATIVES IN 
SUFFICIENT TIME TO PROPERLY CONSIDER THE REQUEST FOR 
FUNDING..." 

3. ACCORDING TO THE ARTICLE, THE LEAGUE ALSO ACCUSED 
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PURPORTEDLY SUGGESTS RESULTS OF THE INFORMAL STUDIES 
SHOULD NOT BE RELEASED TO LOCAL INTERESTS NOR THE 
CANADIANS SINCE TO DO SO WOULD DAMAGE THE U.S. 

POSITION. 

4. COMMENT: EXTAFF OFFICIALS HAVE EXPRESSED 
UNHAPPINESS OVER THIS LEAK TO THE PRESS SINCE CANADA 
HAS PREFERRED TO DEAL WITH THE MATTER ON A GOVERNMENT 
TO GOVERNMENT BASIS. THEY ALSO SAID THAT THEY UNDER- 
STOOD THAT THE PRAIRIE ENVIRONMENTAL LEAGUE HAS A COPY 
OF THE U.S. DRAFT REFERENCE TO THE IJC ON THE GARRISON 
DIVERSION AND THAT THE LEAGUE INTENDS TO DISTRIBUTE 
IT TO THE PRESS. 
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